Title: The province of Brindisi: an italian example of environmental injustice
Abstract: 
Environmental History, connected with Ecological Economics, has to give a historical explanation to the origin of the environmental injustice, which is nowadays a major concept in the description of ecological conflict in our society, in terms of bigger scales, such as the ecological debt that the western civilization owns to the South of the world, but also in terms of local conflicts rising among the gender-class-race inequalities.
In Italy, the historical economical inequality between north and south has its roots in the creation of the nation, when the industrial north took control above the rural south. Along the decades, the industrialization of the south has been carried out without caring about the ecological and social costs, by installing high polluting industries and energy plants.

In Puglia, and in particular in the province of Brindisi, blackmail job was offered by the creation of chemical industries (ENI) and thermoelectric power stations (ENEL, EdiPower, EniPower) in the decades from the 60s to the 90s.
The environmentalists claim that the industrialization has brought high percentage of respiratory diseases and cancer, and moreover the pollution of the agricultural fields. 
The project aims to reconstruct the history of the industrialization of Brindisi in the last 60 years with the lens of Environmental History to discover the origin of the present socio-environmental conflicts.  
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Description of the project: 

- First part: genesis. The project will describe the way of living of the province before the industrialisation of the 60s. I want to understand which were the economic activities in particular in the fields that are now occupied by the industries. Importance has to be given to analysis of the activities of the port as a commercial entity and land use coming from agriculture.
- Second part: change. The project will describe the phases of industrialization. I want to understand how and why the labour force moved from the rural and commercial world to the factories, how the productivity of the province evolved in economical terms. 

- Third part: socio-ecological costs. The project will describe how the industrialisation affected the power structures of the province, if it led to the creation of a middle class and at what cost; what had been the consequences in the health status of the population and how were landscape and agricultural productivity of the fields affected.
- Fourth part: activism. The project will describe the history of the environmentalism in the province, focusing on requests and ways of communication. A comparison between local committees actions and big associations (WWF, Legambiente) is also necessary. 
Objectives of the project: 
The project aims at using the gender-class-race analysis to write an environmental history of the last 60 years in the province of Brindisi. I will demonstrate how the industrialization of the region have brought intolerable threats to the public health and sacrificed resources such as tourism, agriculture and commerce. The most important objective is to make the socio-ecological aspects emerge outside the mainstream history of industrial-economic growth.  
Methodologies: 
The relatively short time-span leaves space for the construction of an alternative narrative about the problem, that can be derived from the direct story. For every described part, a parallel between the official documented history and the perception of the problem among local population will be pursued. 
An important reference will be the available literature about gender-class-race analysis of environmental conflicts, since I will propose the same methods to my case. 

Every relevant social actor will be followed throughout the evolution along the decades, therefore I expect to create a focus group for each of them: peasants, workers of the industries, workers of the port, representatives of the institutions, representatives of the industries.
Expected results:

I expect to notice that historically the perception of the environmental risks of the industrialisation was almost absent between the local population in search of better quality of life and access to consumerism in the post-war situation. I expect to notice a growing consciousness raising along the years, but also a permanent conflict between the social need of jobs and the environmental claim for unpolluted environment. I also expect to retrieve a progressive degradation of the agricultural life and the lose of importance of the commercial and touristy function of the port of Brindisi. Finally, I expect to find out the absence of a coherent policy to shift the modes of production to a sustainable one, which left the local people without any chance to escape blackmail jobs, without emigrating. 
Sources: 
DIRECT SOURCES

- creation of the focus groups mentioned above and discussion.
- interviews with activists (comitato No Al Carbone, ForumAmbiente Salute, Libera, Legambiente);
- questionnaires about perception of socio-environmental costs among the local population
SCIENTIFIC SOURCES

- data about emissions of industries (official detections from ARPA)

- data about cancer and respiratory disease diffusion 

LITERATURE SOURCES

- pictures of the area before the industrialization

- national, regional and provincial legislation acts about environmental policy; map of the land use from local “catasto”. The documents have to be find in the “Archivio di Stato” in the town of Brindisi.
- historical books from the provincial library
- environmental history literature about environmental justice and gender-class-race analysis
